FRIDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2022

Dear Parents
RE: COVID-19
Covid-19: Adjusted Level 1
Basic Protocols Remain
Screening

Adjusted Level-1
As you might be aware, the National Corona Command Council
adjusted Covid-19 regulations to level-1 across the country last
week. The level-1 adjustment includes the following:

Access Control

•

Physical distance is no longer a requirement.

Vaccinations

•

Any person who is a confirmed laboratory covid-19 case
and is asymptomatic is not required to isolate.

•

Any person who is a confirmed laboratory covid-19 case
and is symptomatic must isolate for a period of seven
days unless a longer period is recommended by a medical
practitioner.

Basic Safety Protocols
Considering the above, St Francis College remains fully committed to ensure strict adherence to all
basic protocols (non-pharmaceutical interventions), including:
• Keeping classroom windows and doors open at all times to maintain good ventilation.
• Expecting all staff members and students to wear non-surgical face masks
* Please note that the School will no longer supply face masks free of charge to students. Students
who arrive at school without a face mask are still expected to obtain one in the admin office at a cost
of R5-00 which will be charged to parents’ accounts.
All St Francis students will continue to be encouraged to:
• Wash and sanitise their hands regularly.
• Refrain from touching their eyes, mouth, and face.
• Not share cups, eating utensils, food, or drinks with others.
• Sneeze or cough into a bent elbow or tissue, and to discard the tissue in a bin with a lid and
wash their hands immediately.
• Refrain from teasing anyone about being sick.
• Tell their teacher or parents if they feel sick.

Screening
In terms of the latest published Standard Operating Procedures by the DBE, screening of learners,
staff members and visitors by completing a screening questionnaire and/or using infrared
thermometers will be discontinued. The discontinuation of these interventions is based on scientific
evidence that shows that majority of individual infected with COVID-19 are asymptomatic (80%
cases) and are unlikely to be detected through screening. Therefore, screening is an ineffective and
unreliable mechanism to detect Covid-19.
In light of the above, parents are encouraged to check their children for symptoms prior to sending
them to school. If a child is unwell or shows any of the symptoms associated with Covid-19, parents
must keep the child at home and consult a health official if necessary.
As a result of screening and temperature checks being no longer mandatory, St Francis College High
School students will revert to entering school at the side gate on Woburn Avenue. No students will
be allowed to enter school at the front gate. The gates to the Hall will remain closed.
Access Control and meetings with parents and third parties
•
•
•
•
•

Strict access control measures will continue to be maintained, including the signing of the
visitors register by all visitors.
All visitors must wear a face mask and sanitise their hands at the entry point.
All visitors must report to the reception area.
All visitors must make an appointment and state the nature of their visit.
Class-based parents’ meetings will proceed subject to strict adherence to
nonpharmaceutical interventions such as hand-hygiene, sanitation of commonly touched
surfaces, wearing of non-surgical face masks and maintenance of good ventilation.

Vaccinations
Covid-19 is mainly a respiratory disease caused by a novel (new) virus, and we are learning more
about it every day. Growing evidence shows that vaccines are effective in preventing Covid-19,
decreasing the impact of disease amongst adults and children. Vaccines are now available for
children who are 12 years and older to protect them against Covid-19 and enable them to be safer at
school whilst minimising disruption to their learning. A vaccine trains your immune system to
recognize the virus and fight it using the antibodies it has formed. Once vaccinated, individuals will
have a level of protection (or immunity), against Covid-19. If the virus reappears, the immune system
will remember how to respond and quickly destroy it.
A safe environment for everyone
Our goal is to maximise at St Francis College is to take every precaution to ensure the safety of our
students and staff members and to minimise further disruption to the critical task of teaching and
learning. We thank you for your ongoing support and cooperation.

Pieter Steyn
Executive Principal

